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nor can J aagor any ill to that estab- 
lishment, from this comprehensive 
measure. Nay, 1 augur much good 
froiB it, in the wa5' of an extension 
of religious knowledge, if the Ca- 
tholic clergy, and opulent laity, 
^ould heartily join in the work of 
disseminating their Bibles among 
those of their communion. And, 
certainly, I am not apprehensive, 
that Protestants would seek after 
this Bible, in preference to their 
own. And, secondly, if this may 
not be done, I put it to the Catholic 
Cfaurcb, (if they desire the edifica- 
tion of their people,) if it would not 
be well in them, to allow, at least, 
their Testament to be printed, with- 
out notes, that so it might obtain that 
very extensive distribution, which is 
the grand object of the Hibernian 
Bible Society. These things I throw 
out as hints, which, I hope, will ex- 
cite the attention of some of your 
intelligent readers and correspon- 
dents. 

A.Z. 
Dec. 27 th, 1812. 



For the^Belfast Momhlt/ Magazine, 



SIJMMARY ADDRESS OF THE DEPART- 
ING YEAR 1812. 

In the subjoined Essay, the elapsed 
year is figuratively represented tak- 
Wg a retrospective smvty of the 
most particular occurrences which 
marked her eventful reign, in the 
different parts qfthe habitable Globe. 

I HAVE seen the days of Infancy ; 
on my cheeks have blushed the 
roses of Maturity, and now, crown- 
ed with the withered garland of 
Old-Age, I resign my power into 
the hands of my youthful successor; 
and may the scenes over which her 
eyes shall wander, be more grate- 
fully pleasing to her si^ht, tfaaa 



those which her predecessor hath 
witnessed. 1 have performed the 
circular journey of my diversified 
chequered way, and where I began 
my travels, there have I again ar- 
rived ; like a circumnavigator who 
sails in an Eastern direction, and 
returns through W^estern seas to the 
port whence he sailed. Naked and 
unclothed I commenced my reign; 
I was assailed by the brumal storm, 
and the freezing breath of chilling 
Winter ; 1 saw the early crocus, and 
the snow-drop receive loveless em- 
braces from the stifieuing frost : then 
was the snow on the bills, and mourn* 
ful nature wore her cold covering of 
fleecy whiteness ; but when the 
Heavens assumed a milder aspect, 
I saw the primrose and violet, those 
simple daughters of the rural wild, 
looking like the children of inno- 
cence from under their sylvan um- 
brage ; and soon was I charmed 
with the sweet, love- tuned song of 
May;- the green bowers, and the 
flowery redundance of benignant 
spring, fanned by the wing of 
Zephyrus. The fertile fields, and 
the prolific boughs of rosy Summer, 
waved gracefully in my view; ai;d 
anon, the golden scene* of sober, 
fruit-crowned Autumn banquetted 
the eyes of my admiration, i have 
seen, with real joy, the departure of 
frowning Winter; but with e(jual 
distress have I beheld the surly 
tyrant commence his iron reign : 
1 have been the constant eye-wit- 
ness of all the changes which Nature 
has undergone during the progress of 
the seasons.^ 

With the sun, companion of my 
way, the hours and the vvinged days 
my attendants, the signs my stages, 
and Time my guide, I have finished 
my course : at the spot where I set 
out have I again arrived, and where 
the Fates have decreed my wander- 
ings shall cease. Those things I 
hay& seen ; but huw much more have 
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jijjfige eyes beheld, that is yet unre- 
veated! I bare looked on tented 
fields, »nd hostile armies; nation 
rising against nation, and prowess 
flverturning states. 

Britain! thou Empress of waters, 
knd widely, scattered dominions, let 
me first take a survey of thy politi<?al 
and commercial revolutions. Navy- 
■hielded Nation! MoleMU of the 
Universe! thy over-officious, im- 
pradent efforts, have been daily, 
nay hourly, hastening the rapid 
progress of thy ruin, s'nce the mo- 
i^eiit I. first seized the reins of Time. 
CoiOmercial Bee-hive I what hast 
thou done ? Insolvent debtor to thy 
thousands of subject creditors, how 
hast thou acted? And say, over- 
generous Dependant, what have been 
the unnecessary acts of thy indis- 
criminating bounty ? Loans, mil- 
lions of additional loans contracted 
fw, and squandered away, among 
thy gold-inspirited mercenaries of 
Spain and Portuija! And for what 
purpose hast thou Sown thy golden 
grain in Spanish and Portuguese 
soil? No doubt, with t^ie expecta- 
tion of reaping a goMen harvest ; but 
thou art much mistaken'; for the 
t^ed perishes as it is 'sown, or is 
picked up by the birds of prey that 
«$tiate their hunger with the semi- 
nal profusion of thy once wealthy 
stores. For what hast thou sacrificed 
the lives of thousands, and tens of 
thousands, of brave ^^oidiers ? Was 
it to papaper thy ambrtion, and pro- 
ittote thy greatness ? Aud for what 
motives hast thotl impoverished thy 
land, and weakened thy resources ? 
Por nought — but the mere gratifica- 
tiou of prosecuting an ill-concerted, 
impolitic campaign, which had its 
origin in evil, and will, it is to be> 
dreaded, terminate in the loss of 
much wealth, some brave armies, 
—the disgrace of the visionary 
projectors, and in the aegrandize- 
JTieut of mat^-sceptered France. Thou 



hast impoverished thyself, O Eng* 
land ! to feed and clothe ungrateful 
Portugal, and thankless Spain, while 
the cries of breadless exigence have 
been heard in thy manufacturing 
provinces, and even at the gates of 
thy metropolis: was this wisely 
done ? Was this Maternity f 

Strive not to hold those countries 
secure within thy grasp ; contend no 
longer for the restoration of that li- 
berty, which, through their supine- 
ness and slavish indolence, they have 
forfeited ; and which, I fear, thoa 
canst never re-establish in those un- 
deserving Kingdoms, or rather Gallic 
Provinces. Be wise, late wise, from. 
dearly bought experience. Reflect 
on thy past folly, and endeavour to 
shun„ in future, thy former errors^ 
What, dost thou imagine, will be the 
conse(}uen('e of thy successful wars, 
and glorious, laurel-crowued caip- 
paigns ? What, but the total ba- 
nishment and extermination of thy 
forces from the Peninsula, (jfthat 
indulgence shall be allowed them,) 
by the'- subtle French I They will 
perhaps spare thy armies, and thy 
titled commander for a short time 
longer. Thou wilt, no doubt, ask, 
for what purpose : why, liberal land, 
till they have lured, by cunning and 
artifice, the last guinea from thy 
open band : till they have courted 
back, into the pockets of their sub- 
ject vassals, those dollars which thoa 
hadst heretofore pirated, by superi- 
ority of force, from the mercantile 
vessels of those countries, when at 
war with thee ; and when tliou hast 
no more to give, wonder not to learn, 
that Bellona, in the cause of France, 
had poured out her death-dealinef 
wrath on the heads of thy terrified, 
discomfited battalions. 

In thy renewed alliance with the 
Sicilian government, thou hast acted 
more wisely ; but hearken, proud, 
thoughtless Eigland, to the admonix 
tory whisper of the Departing Ysar 
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Beware of tbe dewgning people of 
that gelf'tnterested, faction-troabled 
island, for well are they known to 
her; conceal from their avaricious 
eyes, thy poverty and reduced dig- 
nity, if tver thou shall be subjected , 
to the necessity of acknowledging 
them. Lose no opportunity of heap- 
ing favours on them, to show hoW' 
Ifkuch thou esteemest their alliance.;, 
pour out thy streamy wealth on 
them ; ahd guard their commerce 
and their interests ; let thy navies 
encircle their coasts : but should that 
force one d&y fail, (and who can 
predict the contrary,) they, will re- 
nounce thee for thy professed ene- 
my ; they will admit thy foes to 
their friendship ; and they will re- 
compence thy kind offices, and vo- 
luntary services with Sicilian ingra-, 
titode. 

Oh, Britain ! Thou speck of 
apimated earth I I have thought 
thy past conduct frequently unwise ; 
bat when I viewed thee from my 
Ivmiaous path in the zodiac, and saw 
thee commence the belligerent, un> 
^nal strife, with a hostile, insulted 
world, I hesitated not to pronounce 
thy temerity and folly, equal, if not 
cuperior, to thy wisdom and policy : 
the Western world against the Uttk 
island of Great Britain ! I was 
wrapped in. astonishment, when I 
reflected on the impruilence and 
T^hness of the ' attempt ; and it 
b.rought to my recollection the fable 
«^ the "Frog and the Ox." But 
so|pa I heard England pronounce 
■with a firm voice : " I will send my 
fleeits to level, the unguarded towns 
and cities of the Western world. I 
will direct my subject oceans to con- 
'vey my brazen thunder- bolts against 
her pigmy skiffs L 1 will annihilate 
tb^n I My fleets shall sweep the 
hfoad bosom of my watery Empire ; 
and he inilitary terrors of Cana- 
d}ao brttvery wiil, like destrucUve 



plagues, overspread th&se flourishing 
states, where Washington once un- 
furled the standard of American In- 
dependence« oq the ruins of British 
interest. I will destroy their com- 
merce, and send the tnildew of war 
among their fruitful plantations !" 
These threats I heard, but have not 
seen them ppt in execution. Ame- 
rica survives ; her towns are yet un- 
levelled ; her nautical force is rapid* 
ly growing, and it already assumes 
a formidable appearance.. Her pri- 
vateering squadrons swarm on the 
deep, and . collect round tbe Carib- 
bean Isles, like wasps round a pot of 
honey, or as rooks' about a hold of 
ripened grain. . The sons of the 
United States have spurned away 
tame timidity, and patient forbear- 
ance, under the painful sutfenance 
of wrongs. They have put on the 
shield of hostile defence, and have 
clothed themselves in the armour of 
c^'eusive retaliation against thee ; and 
what have they done ? Britain ! 
they have paralyzed thy commerce, 
and panic'strack .thy mercantile 
prosperity : they have brought ihy 
naval flags hurmbled captures into 
their ports. The Canadian lakes are 
crowded with their active frigates; 
and, at this very hour, their sea- 
sweeping squadrons are showering 
destruction on the vessels freighted 
with thy co^ly merchandise. Bri- 
tain, return to thy usual mode of 
thinking : thou, art warring with thy 
children; and thy' oflspring justly 
rebuke thee for want of maternal 
alfeetioD'. ^ Refrain from a war that 
will be ruinous, ih its consequences 
to both. Let hostilities celase i for 
they are as uunatural, as they will 
ultimately prove injurious. The right 
«f search is a grievance to the Ame- 
ricans, and should be the peculiar, 
exclusive privilege of no nation, till 
the ocean, that broad and commoo 
highway of all, can be made into 
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partitions ; and til! each contender 
for oautical power, caii lin»it with 
fencing walls his unboundable por- 
tion of the trackless deep. 

Land of Liberty, why shoaFdest 
tboo chain down the onempluyed 
tradesman and mechanic to thy in- 
hospitable *)ii, when grim want is 
staring thero, and their starving fa- 
milies in the face, and when Hope 
is pointing out to them a more com- 
fortable Subsistence on the shores of 
the thriving States of the Western 
World, whither thou tbrbiddest them 
to emigrttte ? Land ot salutary laws, 
thou who art shielded with Magna 
Ckarta, is this Freedom } And Uoes 
freedom impose any restraints on 
lawful and necessary desires ? No, 
Parent of Magna Charta, no ! Then 
be thy conduct in fature< that of the 
wUiovred mother of a targe family, 
who, when she cannot promise to 
each of them a paternal estate, con- 
milts their private inclinations, and, 
so Atr as «ihe finds them prudent and 
welUdirected, encourages the kind- 
ling spirit of noble enterprize, and 
endeavours, through wholesome ad- 
vice, and salutary admonitions, to 
p»int out the most safe and honour- 
able road to interest and convenience, 
without unnecessary restrictions or 
limitations. What, let me ask, were 
the Luddites? What were the in- 
surgents who disturbed publi<.- peace 
in thy manufacturing districts? 
They were no other than British 
subjects, starving tradesmen, who 
were driven to desperate effects, by 
desperate causes! But, righteous 
England! were there no better mea- 
sures to adopt, uo happier expedients 
for the restoration or national tran- 
quility, than the platform and halter f 
The Luddites were not prompted 
iiy disloyalty. Want and hunger 
\ver« their stimulators to rash actions, 
for which, a reasonable. Just judge 
would have used softer modes of 
punishment. 

itLFAST MA«. NO. UV. 



Britain, I have kept an ever watch- 
ful eye upon thee : I saw Perceval 
fall, and unfortunate Bellingham 
so$!pended as an assassin : I saw thy 
aged Monarch languish under bodily 
disease, and mental deraitgeoient, 
without any appearance of termina- 
tion to bis unremitting sofierings; 
and I saw, and yet behold, thy So« 
vereign's representative, surround- 
ed by a set of men more sedulous 
for their own interest, than his, or 
thy welfare. Selfish ministers, who, 
for a momeiltary good, cared not 
what evil they should bring on thy 
patient, long- sabring people. 

That thou hast formed an ami- 
cable treaty of commerce with Rus- 
sia is information of which I am ia 
possession ; and when that treaty 
was ratified, I considered it none of 
the most imprudent steps taken by 
thy government for the extension of 
trade; but after the dismissal of the 
old, and call of the new Parliament, 
when the sum of £.200,000 was una- 
nimously voted for the relief of Rus- 
sian barbarians, and iS. 1 00,000 for 
the use of Lord Wellington, while 
thousands of Britons werb actually 
starving for want of a crust of bread, 
I could not but condemn the unjust 
measure, of voting to barbarians, 
and to a General well paid for his 
services, as much money as would 
amply supply all the necessities of 
thy wretched manufacturers, who, 
for want of timely subsistence, must 
inevitably perish ! The condemna- 
tion of the former of those measures, 
arises from the reflection, that com- 
mercial intercourse will soon be in- 
terrupted between thee and that 
great Empire ; and this .£.200,000 
will have been thrown, away on ob- 
jects nnworiby of thy charity , or, 
at tiiost, much less than secondary 
claimants on thy atteutien, when 
thy bounty may readily find so ma- 
ny powerful aitractionii at boroe; ot 
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among the wretched weavers of the 
Irish capital 

But suspension of trade will not 
be the worst thou shall experience : 
the military power and firm allies of 
France, (if Heaven has not other- 
wise ordained,) will reduce the Rus- 
sian Empire to obedience and sub- 
jection, before my successor shall 
have visited the summer solstice 
with her beamy companion : and 
then, what remuneration canst thou 
expect for the assistance which thy 
ministers have been pleased to afford 
the sufff^ring Russians ? France will 
soon command that subjugated Em- 
pire to shut out thy commerce, and 
cause her to send out a naval (orce 
against thee; and the bolts of her 
ingratitude may, ere long, be level- 
led at thy coast-commaoding bat- 
teries and martello towers. Britain, 
I mourn for thy unpleasant situa- 
tion; I grieve for thy confined and 
very limited trade. Alas ! Com- 
merce, like a wounded, pinion-brok- 
en Eagle, sits drooping on thy shore, 
and sees thy ports full of unemployed 
vessels, and ships that rest at anchor, 
and unfurl no sail to the favouring 
breeze that was wont to hasten thy 
urgent mariners from thy coasts, 
that they might supply the world 
with the fruits of thy manufactures, 
thy colonial productions; and return 
with tlieir vessels freighted with the 
riches of the old and new world. 
But those days are gone, without 
better arriving in their stead ; nor 
shall the wounds or the broken pi- 
nions of Commerce be healed, till 
political wisdom, through prudent 
measures, shall have applied the 
proper remedies; and as the wounds 
are deep and dangerous, immediate 
assistance, assaasive and healing 
tnedicinesr sboaitt be administered, 
lest tbejt skouidi fester and become 
mortal. Thy b^ken constitution 
stands ei}U^ly in need of medical 
aid; but where is the skilful physi* 



cian, who, divested of self-interest, 
is ready and willing to apply the 
restoratives to thy wasting faculties ? 
Britain, I leave thee, with this re- 
mark, that during my whole reign, 
li^tle'conseqnential good has result- 
ed to thee, from either foreign or 
domestic causes. The capture of 
the unwholesome Island of Java has 
been of some moment, as it will se- 
cure a pass to the other Eastern Isles, 
but the present utility of which that 
capture has been pruductive, is best 
known to the victorious troops that 
shared the Baiavian spoils among 
them. 

Erin ! I have witnessed thy 
changes. I have seen Catholic £- 
mancipation led by Liberality and 
Patriotism to thy green shores, and 
again repelled by Intolerance and 
Bigotry. Superstition, that was sup- 
posed to have expired on the pointed 
lance of National Union, again raises 
her dying head, and, like a snake in 
the struggles of death, spits her 
harmless (though once malignant,} 
venom on her philanthropic foe. 
Alas, Erin ! the salutary etFects of 
emancipation may not be enjoyed so 
soon as thou hadst expected « for the 
evil genius of Religious Animosity, 
directed by ancient prejudices, has 
once more broken the chains of its 
confinement, and has sallied forth, 
to breath the storm of its malice over 
thy sanctified bosom, and to awake 
disunion among thy united sons; 
but this foul spirit will only be per- 
mitted to operate on the minds of 
the weak and ignorant, for a short 
time. The curb of Reason will, ere 
long, check its irreligious, anti- 
christian, anti-catholic, as well as 
anti-loyal endeavbars ; for the wealth, 
the wisdom, the dignity and respec- 
tability, together with the greater 
proportion of thy landed interests, 
are professedly and avowedly against 
this new.non-descript monster ot many 
lying tongues. 
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Erin ! this monster was boru on 
thy breast, where venomous reptiles 
cannot live. There is an ensabied 
spot in thy metropolis, where it had 
iVs birth : a place from which foul 
deeds and dark designs emanate. 
It is the nursery of the baneful 
Vpai* of Orangeism, that now shoots 
forth young branches from the de- 
cayed stock> through the evil-Cbster- 
jog cart! of its base-minded gar- 
dener. But let this not grieve thee. 
Tb« hand of Philanthropy will yet 



• The Upas, or according to the Ma- 
bvan ianguage, the Bohoit-Vpas, is a native 
of the island of Java, and, if the accounts 
given of it are true, it is the greatest ve- 
getable wonder in the whole universe. 
The Upas, or Poison-tree, is situated with- 
in twenty leagues of Batavia, lately the 
Stat oT the Dutch East-India govemmeot ; 
fourteen of Soura-Charta, the seat of the 
Emperor ; and within eighteen or twenty 
of Tiakjoe, the residence of the Sultan of 
Java. It grows on the banks of a rivulet, 
with six smaller plants of its Owt> species 
mar it, and is surrounded on all sides by 
a circle of high bills and mountains. 
Tbe whole circumjacent country, to the 
distance of ten or twelve miles, is abso- 
lutely barren ; not a tree, shrub, nor 
even the least blade of grass is to be seen ; 
neitheT bird in the air, nor fish in the 
itpater, can live within the compass of its 
pemieioos jurisdiction. This, it is said, is 
proved by the evidence of the con- 
Ttcts and iqalefactors who are frequent* 
lysent thither, by or^er of the Em- 
peror, to gather its poisonous gum, at 
the imnunent risk of their lives, as two 
out of twenty seldom return. With this 
gum, lances, utows, and darts, are poi- 
aoaed ; and the slightest wound, inflicted 
by one of those instrimients, occasions the 
most excruciating, convulsive pains, and al- 
most instaat death- The Malayans 
attribute its origin to the wickedness 
Of th^ people who formerly resided on 
that part of the island over which the 
Upas now spreads its balefuj influence. U 
\» but'Candidv however, to state, that from 
DOroe late accounts, rational doubts are 
entertained of this tree being to highly 
poisonous as Pr. Darwin relates. 



lop them off in their eaily spriog > 
and the guardian uf their pernicious 
growth must soon resign his office, 
(it is to be hoped,) to a more chris. 
tian, and more judicious botanist, 
who shall better understand the art 
of training the exuberant growth of 
uoprofiiable and de.structive plants, 
by a contrary mode of treatment. 

.World of *onflers and strange vj- 
cissitudes .' I go from thee. I. hav« 
heard the noise of martial tbundqr 
on Polish and Russian plains. There 
have I witnessed scenes of havoc and 
destruction. I saw Smoleasko taken -: 
at Mojaisk I looked oct deeds of 
death. I saw mighty Moscow in 
flames ; and the pride of Aie;(ander, 
the great autocrate, reduced to si 
low ebb. And far to the west, from 
the world-over looking summit of 
Chimborazzo,* I saw (he banners of 
Liberty waving over the seven states 
of Venezuela, the widely-extended 
regions of South-Anterica ; and th« 
sons of Freediom> trampling in tlie 
dust, the shackling chains of Ibenean 
subjection. 

Thus spoke the aged year. Mid- 
night approached. The clock struck 
twelve; and the leader' of the fleet- 
ing daySt wrapping herself in a 
nocturnal cloud, took of time, and 
all things a final farewell. 

AVGHSTOS. 



¥oT the Beffatt Monthly Magazine. 



THE FOLLOWING IS AN EXTRACT 
FROM A SEBMOJ), PREACHED By 
THE BEV. MR. MOBEWOOP, OF 
LAMHBS, IN THE CHURCH OF THAT 
PARISH, to A NUMBEB OF MASONIC 



* Chimborazzohas been ascertained, by 
Humbolt and others, to be the greatest 
elevation of the Andes ; ind the highest 
point of the globe. 



